
WASP IDENTIFICATION GUIDE EXSCITE TRUST SCHOOL WASP TRIAL

COMMON WASP Vespula vulgaris

GERMAN WASP Vespula germanica

CHINESE PAPER WASP Polistes chinensis

Note the dark mark behind the eyes and almost
parallel yellow pronotal bands behind the head.

Compare this to German wasps where the
pronotal bands are fatter in the middle

Note the clear yellow band behind the eyes and pronotal
bands behind the head that are fatter in the middle.
Compare this to common wasps where the pronotal

bands behind the head are parallel

PHOTO: Scott Waite

PHOTO: Scott Waite

PHOTO: Scott Waite

Worker size: 12–15mm
Queen size: 20–25mm

Worker size:   13–16mm
Queen size: 20–25mm

Size: 16–18mm
(thinner and longer body)

anchor or
dagger mark

small spots
and/or line



Supporting Science
in the Waikato

GIANT GERMAN WASP NEST
3 January 2006, Barrie Crescent Gully, Hamilton, New Zealand.
2.4m high x 1.5m wide with many queens and nest entry holes.

PHOTO: Chris Cable
(Rainbow Honey & Hivewear)

CHINESE PAPER WASP NEST PHOTO: Nevan Ofsoski

GERMAN WASP NEST PHOTO: Nevan Ofsoski
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Above: Cross-section of wasp comb, showing the development of a wasp
from egg to adult. The length of time spent in each stage is determined by
environmental conditions.
Below: Queen common wasp (20–25mm) with workers (12–15mm)

From Insect Pests by G A H Helson 1974

WASP LIFE CYCLE
Early December 2006, size of a soccer ball.

15 March 2007, 65 mm wide. Found in plants & on buildings & fences


